has boon done
e A S islilor Yt e
Ve
l.hn'wi‘l“ ool
are in * tho

to low rates.
ralsed by

o Poriem work N
-“f‘t‘unk the matter may have boe: on
T AR
satisflod 1o uk? Ilmlml ourselves such burdeus s

Imposo.
Chalrman—Yoa regardod the franchises which the
Eave you under that Aet ms prethy valuable

pany 1
n—80 far we have not had occaslon w flud
iran Woald you be gled #0 be relieved fro
o e
tione of that u’ﬂ . ¥ -
Prown—Ng, 8ir; we do not care anything about

al ~You v
el:l I‘lll" prefor to hold to its benefits and

s
Brown—We do not complain offany bardens.
Coatrman—What does your Company sy to ths
of the Postmaster-General for the postal telegraph |
1!!‘\-':'—'1‘% idea of soine of our leading men is
ff the Govornmeul ehovsos to ge luto thh‘!mlum
e no ohjeetion, We hold our telegraph property
pesstne as wo michi hold teu balos of cotton; if we et
#':.M:lnklhn equivelent for it the Governmont
Ll |
Chairman—What do yon think would be @ fair
your Tty 1
, Browir—1 think aoont 500,000,
Cuatrman—What {s the bosls of your estimate ¥
Y Brown—=The cost of our property.
Paiwer—HAow many milos aof ite have you !
Brown—We have two routes Trom Boston to New-
—iwo distioet routes—and we have one route frow
sew-York 1o Washington. ‘Inat, of eoiurse, you eee,
the distances from New-York to Boston, We
six wires between Bostop and New-York, seven
Jetween New-York and Thiladeiphia, and four between
elplis and Washineton.
=. Palmor—How many wllvs of wire tn all?
M.
M

Beown—3, (.
Palmer—What s the leneth of the slgnal service

|

on your linet
or. Brown—That Teannot answen, T am not sufficlent-
tamiliar with the subject. 1do not kuow the length
smnb on other lines,
¥r. Hale—When you sy yon have 5,000 miles of wire
yoa eouni your duplieates wnd trplicates, you do not
8,000 miles of ronte ¥
. Brown—Oh no, of wirs,
. Hale—How muuy miles ‘of ronta have yonl
¥r. Hrown—Seven hondred and ity miles, i round
; from Boston 10 New-York two routes, and
- Washington te Now-York one route.
Mr. Hale—How do your rates compare with the West-
enUilon Company's rates fur private dispatchest
Mr. Brown—They are niways the same, 1 helleve that
fihe ride ull over the country.  Wherever the Western
Trlot Hines run our rates are always the same.
Nr. Hale—Yon are uot extending your lnes ¥
¥r, Browe—We are pot extonding our route. We aro
wanelomally putting on new wircs. We put on two wires
New-York and Philsdelphis lust Spriog to se-
ate onr business.
gr. Hale (to Mr. Thurston)—1vd you mean 5,000 miles
of Toute, or 5,000 miles of Wiro, as the eXtension of your

Toe Y
Nr, Thurston—5,000 miles of route and 10,000 miles of

wire.
Hr. Brown—1In the matter of rates it §a perhaps well
w! that 5o soouer does one Company drop its
than tho other Company mmodiately conforms to
them, otherwise it would soon lose its busingss. There-
foce, whenevor the Weatern Unlon Company lowers its
pites it 18 Lediately followed by the opposition Cow-

REMARKS OF ME. SWEET.

¥r, B D L sweet, Execative Manager of the Atlantio
s Pacitic Telegraph Cowpany, stated ghat the exeou-
tive officors of the Atlantle aud Pacitie Telegraph Cow-

g and |18 stockholders were, so far as expression had
:.‘jv.-u. of the opinion that the telegraph busineds of
1he countey cat be satistactorily done by compnnies ope-
nting under private corporatious, and that while the
Allsutio and Pacifie Telegraph Company mizht he glad
toavall (taelf of such legislatigu s wonld enablo Tele-
gnph Companies 10 do business ot less than present
Tades, [t 1= opposed Lo Lhe plane now under consideration
I;EI.:M comiuittee, and destres permisaion Lo state its

objections meove at leugth in writineg,

be Chalrman—Are the siguul service circults long on
your pe=t
Mr. Bwect—Yer, 8ir; wo have no stenn! service efr-
et 1hat s less than 1,200 wiles Jong, The shortest we
have b beiween New-York und Milwsukee, which is (fle

the line rups) over 1,000 mlics,

'g. Hale—How many wilos of route hins your Com-
pouy 1 : s

Mr. Bwoct—Our Nue runs from New-York to S8au Fran.
cisen. Tha! i substantialiy the route, but it is done in
ol parts by oonnections We own 7,000 wiles of wire,
s, 1 thnk, about 2600 wiles of routs, extending irgm
New Yoik 1o Sarntogn, and Alvany, and Syr
there diviidng futo two 1ol Wit by way of Oswern,
asd ope by way of Auburo o Clyde. hat is one rouie,
Prom Bodlalo there are (wo roiles to Chilengn by way of
Detrvit and =Sandosky, exlouulog down to Cineinnati,
then e ruvss 1he State of Lowa and to Ogden, Tost is the
amtent of the lne that we oweo. Al Ogden we oonnect,
byoontract, with the Ceutral Pucific Tolegraph Com-
ey, anu Sheir nes are kuowi ss the Conbral Pavitle Di-
b Yighou o vur Cotopany, but they ave not inclided n the

wale wiate o Lthe Postwaster-Goneral os to the éx-
T wires.
an—Have you

given the FPostmastor-Gen-

el the estimatod eost o your lines t
Mr. Sweet—No, 8ir: vor san [ prepared to give it to-
|5
o Chialsuan—Ploase to put it in your written state-
F
M:. Bwecl—1 will snbwit the watter to onr Executive
Cotiuniere.
T Clodrman—You will also please to state your rates
for essagen
M. Bwio (—Our rates are the same a8 those of the

Wostorn Lsion Telegraph Company, and niways have
bueei ro.
The Chalran—TPlease say to your Company that the
ctmmittee would be glad 1o know the cost of yonr lue,
and suelt ollier faots s you uave heard given hoers to-
night by the tepresciimiicos of other tolegraph cow-
i,
Mr. Bweet—1 shall do w0, My réason for coming here
tonizht was, that I might make o wemorandumw of uwil
the pointa of Inguiry.
Thi- Chabrmat—I1 wonld ke to say to all the gentlemen
who bave hoen beard to-uisht, that the committos may
fnd At peces O pPropound some Inijuiries not yet
made. I w0, will notiry thoen by leiter.
Mi. Urtou, sidonut of tue Western Uwon Telegraph
Cowpauy, 4aid
AR 1 wis unsble to be pre
menced this evening, 1 o inormed, by whot
Bave beared duringThe lnsl ten i nutes, us to Lhe course of
the procecdings  wenlgli, and 1 tharetore rls= to inguire
whethier the commnittes desire to eXmuine the reprosent-
alives of the Weatern Unlon Cowpauy ou the sulijoct
now undler vousiderstion.
The Goaorman—Ihe stple facts of the easniare : that,

when the hearing com-
I

by resclution of the House, of Deostnber 4, so mneh of
ahe Voesilant's Message and of the Report of the Post-
mast - Genersl as relates to the sabject of the postal

was referred (o this Committes, By b similar

Lt year the anwie sulject was alao referved
€0 thi« Commitiee; nnd under that resclution at lust
pemmion sobge progross was mwide Inos geperal ingoiry,
et anout the rejations of the Telegraph Copauies to
ua) service, nld secoud, upon the gegeral question
nown ws tbe H rd bill,  Toat tall is still in
is of this Comimittee, ns it bas besu prescuted

e hu:
aid wolitier and additional facts and sugiestious and
moomuwendations of the Presudent snd of the Post-
vetiorkl hwve nlso cowe to the Uomimittoes ; anil

on the whole subject the Coninittee Mas destrod to kuow
whetier any of those Teleyrsph Colnpanies have any-
thing pew (o offer,

» MWr. Kiblsck ~Permit me to state my view of the ques-
tlon. By the message of the President, calling attention
totbe Beport of the Pustinaster-Goneral, we are askoed
10 take weasures oward establishiug o postal t®egraph

d by the Goverument, From another source the

bard biil is urged upos ws, Otbers sguln have ap-
peared bolure us ot diffcront tmes and uarged that Con-
should pot interfors with the suhjuct at all. ‘Toeso
viowas 0f e cust are wow belore us fur our cousid-

rmbion

The Chalrman—~Precisoly.
Mr, Nibiai k—These, 1 suppose, are the points to wiich

wo desire gotitlemen W diect thelr sttontion.
Choirsan—Iu sddition to what has been so well
stated by Mr. Niblack, this committee desires to repre-
#ent the wspirations of the American peo il s this sal-
n Lar 8 it knows what they are, and also to sscure
the Goveruweut whsiover 1s fust snd nght.  Tue tele-
public is vow represented ln s room.  Tho ques-
18, sliall the Government do nothing ? ahall it By
the lines aid carry ot tue business ltself | or shall it ul-
low & third party, s suggested in the Hubbard bill, to do
e busingss 1 'f’u--u o bhie guestlons we bave Lo pihss

upou.

Mr Nibisck—We have beard more ou the subject of the
Hubbard plan thau on any other,

Mr. Palmer—As | understatd it, the several presidents
of the Lelegraph Upce huve soul roguests to bo heard;
w0 fur e 1 s concernd, 1 am perfoctly willing
they shall speuk 1o tholr own wa, on the auli,\go‘l.
The Chinirman—Certaluly. The mecting 1 calied for
he sake of henring whal the telegrapl compauios have
10 say ot this whole sulject, sud we bave is evenlug
Demrd frow all ut the Western Unlon Telegraph Com-
peny. Toe tleld ls your own, Mr. Orion,

REMARKS OF Mil. ORION.

Mr. Orton—I rogrel, Alr. Chuirmen, tus: owing Lo’ thie
fatiguos of the journey here, and to s day and ulght of
*xtraordinary work bofore leaving New-York, | am in no
tondition ot this time Lo do justice L0 Lhe sdigect | bt

the permission of the cowmitteo I will subalt a fow
¥ sugwostions which ooeur to e un realing the report of
astor-Generul, wideb I hold o my hsod,

1 believe toat the Western Unlou Telegruph Company

'4 ‘porl.' = R v o 1o ey Totident:

' though re nee neldent-
e nies; nud we | covecive that the
esteru Un!i.ltumlxl:lum.:y T::e not :n.
; do not represout the facis, eitbhor so far

ol }m that i:oul:;:?l}'. or s0 far a8 they relate
o the telegranl busines guucraily in this country, or in
Earope, [ doaire to occuyy o Iittle tiue i the cotaiders:
S m‘m which T will t'n'ﬁ:: m“m":: of
Com relervnon O sy r-Gen-
- gy ":ttnﬂrlmhm in 1871 for slgnsd servies
1 will say ol this outset that | bave no
on & re-discussion of the question,  But,
order that this brief review of the report may touck
the toples, | will merely say i this couneckion thst

Postuaster-(icueral han iilsunde rsloud the pusitivo

g
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in ik; and also st what
oew of the Com ~ahiould be o
of w e, ”l.‘;';"m‘“c that & contiuous

i
the continont, uiuﬁ.u“
the k!

at the intermedinte stations ntd
nal stations simultanooansly. elalmad that ths
1848 did u&y confor such
General. 'We clahuoed, furthe
Hxed by that ofllesr under law of
e L v REst A el e o
o oo cent per w all elry o milos
which, for illustration, tho tirdl ona r‘mnn-nmwn‘:l ﬁf

ol

Bage from Washiugton to Chicazo, being feur oir-
cuits, would bo four ceuts a word), ﬁ‘. was oot

competent for him to sy thit another  elass
ol Government business betwoen Washington and Chi-
engo, seut by n wore oireulions route, and Involving
the part of the Com o Aioulil be sont
Tor (hreecents s word; aud yob this dilferenpe was lu-
volved in the olalio of the Postmaster-General. For ex-
amplo: under the geveral order, s messsge from the
secrotary of War to Geooral Bberides, whose hoad-
quarters aro st Chucago, delivered to us here, vutitloe | to
priority, but trapsmitted withio the dlseretion of the
Cotupaiy by wlintever routes and  wired woald hest per-
form the scevice, pays four cents o word, We are ou-
titled ww revelve four cents & word fur that; but uopder
the ordor poneerning the signal service business i be.
came necessary o send the message by way of Now-
York, including in the eircuit a large puwber of stations
which wre nob fo it a8 ordivarily worked with Chloago ;
and for that service the rate 1xod was thres conts & word.
Now, we sobmit very respecttully, Mr. Chatrman, that
the luw which anthorizos 1he Postinaster-General to Ox
rules, necessurily and ludvitably requires the fixing of o
uuniform rate for the hke servioe, and that o messago
rm? Washiogton to Chieago must have a unilonn price
for 1) that If the Goveroument requires & messsgo to be
transltied betweon Washington and Chicago in an uu-
wsun) manuver, io order that other sorvice than that
which Is usual in conncetion with Lo message miay be

rformed in connection therewith, for such extraoe-

Inury service we clstin that extraordiniry cotopeus-
tion i due. Thls is bricfly the view of The Western
Undon Telegtaph L‘um}.muy on that polut,

The roport Jf the Postrunster-Geueral spoaks of the
Hbuorality of Congress toward the telegraph as follows :

*When through the lboerality of Conigrods tho first
telegraph oo had been constructed, and the partial sue-
coss of the invenuon demonstratod. —*

1 do not dealre to detruct o the swallest degree from
whatover morit I8 due to Congress on account of ita Lb-
erality toward the telezraph ; but it seewns propir to oill
the attention of the comuuition to the fuet, that $30,000
was contributed to ennble Prof. Morsé to make an ex-
pertment with the telegraph, and that the line whioh
was built with thay sppropristion, after haviog heen
operated for a time by the Gevernment, was found to by
an expense—ihat it was npot self-sustaining, and the
Govoertineut guve It away slmply to stop that expense,
That sppropriation is the only one thal I remembor to
have been made by Congreas for the benofit of the telo-
graphs of the United States with the siugle exception of
that made 1 1961, when Congroese puthoriend a contract
to be made with any party who would give adeguate
secntity to coustract and walntaio o lr'k-'gmph Hine be-
tween the Missour: River and the Pacific Osean, the troe
use of which should be glven to the United States for 10
yeurs, ln consideration of $40,000 4 year, Sach a contract
was made, the lne wns constructed, and Las heeu ln
operation ever sipee. Tho eontraet priee promised by
the Unitod States has i Tully padd sod the contract
has expired; but [ elglin that the Government shinply
paid fur service which was nchly worth the cost. But,
if it was not, there s one ofher faet in that conueetion
which s entitled to montion, Singe 1862 the telegraph
s pald into the Federal Treasury over a willion snd o
Linlf of dollars for tAXes.

Mr. Nibluck—Do you wean all the companies, or your
eomwpany.ouly 1

Mr. Orton—1 moau all the companies, since the loter-
nal reveuue laws went into operation, wiich was o 1802
Tuerefore, If wo cousider that the 0,000 'a your was o
contribution by the Unlted States tor whiel it recelved
no equivalent, still, while It was payiug that out with
one hund, witd the other it was takiog io three times as

wieh,

The telegraph, therefore, it 1s but fuir to say, stands be-
fore the people of the Unlted States as the product of
private enterprise, and ja not the debtor of the Govery-
wout for a siugle dollur,  Congress has given huudreds
of wiltious fur uther euterprises—hundreds of millions iu
bouds and lands 1o rall w, apd, 50 fur as I know, not a
singhe Telograpl Company o the Unltoed States s to-day
the recipleat, direetly or indirectly, of one singlo dollar
of benetls conferred by the Federal Government. We
wake o cowplalnt of that, Tt bas been s favorite in-
vestinenut with bat fow people. It his puld loss during
the last slx yoars, whils Fhave boen actively connoeted
with it, to the owners of the property, on whatever busls
the estinito b= mode, than suy other active public invest
ment in the United States.  Whether the estimate be
walle on the bisis of the cost of the lines, on the markel
value of the stook, or on any other basls—the tlegraph
business iu the Uulted Stutes durlpg the Inst six yoars
Lius posd liess ou tie average thun lnvestments in other
vorporalions,

Keforenve s made, In the Postmater-Genoral's report,

to u pussible Livairy Detween the buaiucas of the Iost-
Ofllce andl the telegraph in this country. Without read-
ini from the report of the Postmaster-Genernd, and cer-
taiuly wiibont desiring to Ao hiw auy ininstics, I think I
am Justilicd o saying that his report conteuplates s
shufe of things under which the telegraph wight become
the competitor of the ualls, and the revenues of the
Post-Uftiee inight suffer from such competition, That is
the infercive which 1 draw from certaln general state-
wonts o the report.  Now, 1 can only express au oploion
on that poiut, and T shall not undertake to refer o sta-
Wsties 41 support of 1t; hat it s my opinion that the tele-
graph contrbutes far more to the developwent of the
posial service than It draws from it as a result of its
oompeticion, That {s to say, between any two olties of
the United States the increase in the correspondence by
wakl will be i & largoer ratib than the lncrease ju the cor-
reapotidence by & Jegrapl, whatever thal inereaso may
e Whale T ainll not ubdertake to support Lie oplolon
by dita, I will stiute, as the resalt of my lovestigation of
thie suljuet, that the telograph, lustead of belug the rival
of the postal service—a something which is going to in-
werfere with it or detraot from M8 revennoe—is a
culistant sdmulant to inerease the corrospondenco
by i), sod therefore to  Inerease the postal
revenurs, Lot me remock, in this connection, that
potwithstanding the fact that the wires of the
Wostern Unlon Telegraph Company are absolutely lale
for at east six hours in the twenty-lour, we probably pay
a very mich Iheger suin for postage every year than nuy
other private carporation in the United States. Witn
our oflices, and wires, and mes, and ail the necessary
appliauces for condueting the business, withodt sppar®
ently ANy increase of cost, we #till pay large suwms
annually for postage, simply because there 180 depurt-
wept of correspoudence which it is impossible for the
telegraph to do. For cxample ; 1t eanuot sudil its 0wn
acconnts. 1 do not mwean to say that it is physically lw-
possible to do so by talegraph, but that the expense of
Hotne (F with pocuracy wolld De vastly greater tuau it is
to do it by mall

Mr, Niblack—Yon mean in the transaction of official
busineas betwean the offioes |

Mr, Urton—Yes, sir. It ia very diticult for the tele-
graphito be accurate In the transmuission of tlgurea. I
renil agnin frow the report @

“#The netural poliey of private Compunies I8 to extend
fucliities slowly, sua only w0 profitable puints; to let
their busiucss aogment gradually, sod to seap larger
profits from a small npmber of messages, while a Gov-
erminent system, managed i the interests of the people,
pursues eXscLly e opposite oourse."

1 supposs thit it s entleely correct to eay thit it 18 the
nutural polley of men engaged in every department of
Duisiness 80 10 conduct it a8 to wake tue largest legin-
mate profit. The telegraph, however, s nok beco b
hind the deveiopment of the country In population in
scarotly any section, It has keppace with the railwuys
all over the country, and thers are hundreds ¥ not thou-
satiis uf miles of telegraph o operation to-day whele
there ire 1o rallways, and where, [ think, the malls only
run two or three times a week. The telegraph is being
rapldly developed in Northern Texas, the Indian Tervi-
piry, Kapsss, Coloriado, Montana, Callformiae, Norihern
Michionn, sud other sections of the couutry, where 1
think the muils are not ran every day. Itis not too
el 1o sy Lt the telograph bas Mirly Kept pace with
the growih of the country; but, it paa not, § stil am
of opinlon that it would be unjust to chiarge It with nn{
spocind selllshioess, luvestmenta are msdes in telegrap
for the sofe purpose of making profit. We make

property
{.u Euﬂr.h-nw of being s plulsuthropie or begevolimt ln-
stitution. We only clsim that, haviog receivied no belie-

fits from Congress other than that general protection of
the lawa to which nil citizens nre entithed, we are not
Jiable to auy special charges, oven if we do not keep up
with the general expoctation iu the provisiou of taclli-
ties, 1 quote sgnin:

“ Mewuwhile, thy immediate dofoets and nbuses of the
telegraph eall loudly for reform.”

1t there is sy body, Mr. Chairman, who olleges beforo
this Committes, oF belors Congress, ar befory uuy de-
partwent of the Governineut, abuscs concermug the
copduet of s Ly the Company with wihich 1
W copneeted, 1 shall esteem it & favor to be iuformed
of the fact.  But 1 submit, unless allegations ars munde
whieh, not being dented, do cull for reform, whaether it 18
Just for the head of an executive departwent of the
Goverumont o cherge cliizens oncaged Lo o lawful ou-
torprise, by the investmout of thelr own capital, with
fefects and abuses,” withouat supporthsg tiast charge
by somethiog which, undenied, would be sccepled us
evidenuce of the fnet.

1do not admit that the guestion of the valus of tele-
graph property s, nnder present clrowmstanoes, an en-
tipely proper sutject for cousiderstion by tins Com-
witoer, sud for this remson : L nder the law of 1866 the
Federsl Government has the right to purchise ull the
lines wnd property of the Companies which huve me-
copted the provisions of that Act, at nu ratscd vialue,
10 be ascartained by five competent disintorestad por-
suns, two of whom shall be selected by the Postionsier-
General of the Unlled States, two by the Comwpany in-
torestod, aud one by the four 80 préeviously selected.
Now, while the goweral question of what It il cost
the United States to nequire sll the telesraph lues tay be
A proper subject for copslderation, 1 voneedve (lat any-
Ih&nn which looks ke spticipestivg the awand of that
jury, in the melection of which the Compunies have an
wqual voloe, ts unfatr; and I therefore excepl to that

tion of the report of the Postimaster-Goteral which
\lsoussos Lhis question of, the vilue of the telegraph
Lipes of the United Biales.

I desire to have e attention of the Comumittoe o8-
peeinlly to what I sm about to rend.  The report stales
s follows:

“iine majority of Hoesin this country have beou built
very clieaply thelr entire cost, including patents, betng
W Iy much less than §10,000,000. lo fact, the poles
Layebern erected in mauy cescs eutirely without cost
to the Telegrapt Companies ll! the radlroads aloug whose
tracks they mre bulle.” * * (1 fall to see bow that
affouts tho question of thelr value.)

wPhe cost of a new system, equal in extent to the
present, would, at the nbove rales, be 11,880,000,

Now, | sutunit whether these gencral cliarges of de-
feots of tion, this udiving of the condition

the T B Company oo K
w‘mmmﬂo'“m::ﬂu:fhi BAYE ";'ht Westoru
Usiob Company contendod, Gt that the slgnal service

ey
of the property, sud this ixing of its value, is a fair pro-
ooediug on the m:of o executive officer of the United
states towards paules whose oblm\m:u u&?pm with

Ieasages, which, to Lo tive, require siaitancous | O roperty Inponplod with b repre-
[T ———" spovial cirguils at ocrtali LHnSS, Vil ot tho Jury that 18 fo settls the question of |
Yore nos ﬂl;nm !‘.J'.pw sccond sévtion of the Act up- :‘..'Jlur.ﬂ.\*r ;E.fnoq{ for the T;; &errq-&’ wesod, 803
Win, 1606 nic e Just refe ven in L a—
T loud 158 hontor to aypear before the Committee | 1ECCEL B lon "but T flnd in the appeadix u d
" w neasion of Congriss {ndnvmq to explaln sailed v '“by + Charles T, i r zme'-\!or:;
= o with which :nmuf iy person Tepre: and 1 would be glad to know whether the statement
- wr - Mu: m.:‘mlw ¥ of the United which I bave just qnmo&.mthnpmut:m
- L. mnm .‘ﬂﬂl e s 50 the H.mﬂmaupmm'u present tologruph sysiem of
olaim of h”pm."m,“,.(ﬂ- pural i thal regard | the Uuited Blates, .Eum l:_’d'nn estituate, on pago
after havine . exercised the sutbority | 108 0f e L aation 00 thst Sakjes iy
ﬁn Inw exw::ll,v coufers upon him 1o "“"m(;“{mm-l pu:ﬂm has no in-
the  ratos  ou  Governmest n.u.:m. We | ormation ol Lhat en The Chairman hus not.
uasely? 10 Qiroct by What rOule & WiearsKe "!R,“‘“P‘”m"" moralTHAY in gathered In
Erstammitted trom th iuitisl 1o the terminal station, .ll.’u‘f P LAt toport of Chiostor's, L6 batt (oW vbhoe 1

A

formastion 8 L Orton
i g e o) e ?&‘?’M’fnﬁmu

or ta any othor statement.
Mr. Orton—11 ey reports have been as widely misap-
hondod as tho repert of Mr, Uhestor has boen, T can
end how suoh & swstorsent s that onme
pardou mo for oalling
Mmumt\!ummn:

bo reproduesd for

0,000, ¥ Whloss the Postinaster-
Ganeral brings forwinl W suppert $his stetement is Mr.
Clurles T, Choster of Now-York, wtiose ostiuate I8 lound
on page 169 of the repori, The priocipal ibem fu that
eatimato ds 175,000 milon 0f wire, sl you will nole par-
toularly that 16 says “duly free” Now, Hio duty on
telegraph wire s over 60 por cent, snd more than half
of the wilea of wWire which the Western Union
Company orsuted 0 Lhe year 1572 it was obliged
o Lmport, and W pay thereon a duly ot the rato of about
o por oent, loss 10 per cent sipce the et of July last, 1
think, Iu this estimste, then, this prineipal itow, repro-
sentiug more than #6,000,000 8 for wire duly fres. Now,
the committes will boar 1o miod that this i the witioss
Wi, peeskmptively, bs put upou the stand, it not o
prove the statetienl of the Postusstor Gonoral, at loast
10 Justity 1ts bolug made; aud I Know it wili surprise
the oomittos, s b surprised we, on examiniug Mr.
Cliestoer's estimate in dotual, and on footing lLup (volwikh-
stantiug ik ibs priocipal item represeuting more than
0,000,000 18 for wire duty froe) to find Gt the wial i
elgiteen nnil one quarter willions of dollars t e e
prat: The Postmaster-Geuoral allogos tliat nll Lhe tole-
gcraph property in the United Blates cost less than #l0,-
0,000, and that ik can bo all reproduced for 11,550,000,
atid b puts upon bue stand o withosas whose ealiiuato
takos 86,000,000 worth of wire @l 60 per cenl less Liso It
cost, anrh St wituess testillos that i would cost eiglideen
and one guarter msdlvons of dollars

Mt Habe—ide suys it osi be pab up for about 35 per
oent below that estimato.

Mr. Orton—Would not that 25 poar eent be fully offset
by the 60 por cont ob the wirel  Thul ls what Lie best of
us would have to pay.

Now, Mr, Chairtian, I proposs (o jnquire coneerning
tho compurency of Mr, Chaarles T. Chesicr to ba a Gov-
erumout wituess lo tis trinl, on an ipdictmont by the
Postmaster-Ganeral, ol the Telegraph Companics ol the
United Biates for not havipg spont tnors of Lthelr owu
woney in the developoent ol o buainess that has brought
leds aVerage return than sny uther publio luvestwont i
the country within tie Ingt six yoass,

Was thern no one scivily connssted with the telograph
Ditsitess ; uo uoprejudiced porson [v the United Siates,
iaving knowledge of tho faots, of whom bnguiry nuglit
huve been made and whoso lestimony would have boeo
entitled to wedgal !

My, Charles T, Clpater never eonstracted but one tole-
graph oo, and that was built (o the City of Now-Yurk
witain the last threo yours, Ib is the Fire Alari Tele-
graph of that oity. And we have had the curiosiiy o
Investigate Mr, Charles T, Chester's Firg Alarin Tele-
s i, agd have obtadoed from the Fire Départmont s
tnveutory ol the properiy which he pat lolo li, suud el
the Comptroller of the Ciby the bill wiicl e preseutod Lo
thio eley dor ik,

Mo erectod 625 miiles of wire, and s bl for iton e
to-day bn the oilieo of the Compiraller of tio City of New-
York, is $850,000, Now,at the rate that Mr, Claries T
Ubestor, who offers to build « Hoe (which the Poshnasier-
General says vt be built for §11,850,000) for saghiteen aod
 gaarter willion dubiars, it you will log, Lim uopord Lia
wire tree of duby—at the rate whileh Mr. Clisrles T. Clies-
tor churges the City ot New-York, the talegraph lines in
tie United Btatos would swount to $23500008 ! Thero
wero oighty wilesa of poles.  II We make the cai-
calation vn the basls of the wmiles of pules Lho pesult
would be pearly $500,000000 |  Hot W his bill for
$400,000 wers 1o bo atdied v Lhe basis of his estimato of
chglteon and a guarter millioos, for wsysteim of wlegraph
ciquad 10 that now ln operativn in the Unilesd States, tue
Comptroller would pay him bt 65,000 1

Ar, sargent—Is there not soiue diiforencs o the num-
ber of listrumonts and tholr character, botwoen the Fire
Alarm Telegraph and the ordinary business tolegrapl,
whieh would secouut for some ditferenes in thoe cost !

Mr. Urton—Yvs, 8ir; I think there is; as o general
thing it vosia very moch loss in proportion o equip that
sort of telegraph thoan it does W equip o regular tole-
grapl for comuercinl hasincss,

Pertaps, Mre, Chindrmoun, as s specimen brick, this is u
litLie better, clesrer, and wore decided n specimen than
we sliall be sble o produce as wo go through with the
other estimates and exbibiis in fthis report, aud yel,
witholtt o single exoepiion,ouaualysing the, tho result
wlil be substenilindly the same,

But I aequit the Postagsior-Goneral of an jntention to
o the telegrapl busioess of the United Staies so great
i tnjustive s he bas awdonltedly done it This Is not
his work. The young genbleman whio hus been permitied
to usi the dignity of o bigh oflicer to sbilold bimself while
upnking an assault on private cliizens aoid on private eo-
terprisos, I8 the snpe who appeired bofore this gommit-
toc ot L last sossion of Congress sa the voinntecr advo-
cate of the Government side of this quostion,

1 say I aequit the Postmaster-Geueral of an intention
o o 50 KFeas 4 ingustice ds has been dong, not only
thie compandes, but, as 1 subnit very respeetfully, 1o
nimnself and to his great office,  But 1do ask bhai, o Lhe
further considerption of this question, by whntever
depnrtmeat of the Govermment, some rogard be paid
the faet: that there sre conugected with the telegraph
business in tho Usited States geotlomen who have been
engnged (o it al slnod s commencement; Fentie-
wen of ripe experience, of Migh character, and whoss
ofrinions pd whose atotowents of faet are certamly ou-
titied to a8 muoh welght s the guvsses of rhis clerk,
who has been permitted, in anoficial docament, to asdal
private citizens ond private enterprises in the vats of
e Pustmpster-Gieneral,

Lot me say aoword on the question of value, The tele-
griphi wnd raliroad companies in the United States Tt
fuvested, during the last iz gears, more cash iu the pro-
duetion of telegraph property than thie gross sum pstged
{11 the Postmaster-General's report as the cost of all the
linoe in the nuuulrlv.

Tuk Chalrman—}o you mesa by that that more cash
capital lias besn invested io the selual siractare

Mr. Orton—Yes, Sir,

Tiae Chatrmoan—You ¢ stock op 1

Mr. Orton—I exclude stoek operations. | mcan exact-
Iy what [say: More cash has been fnvested in the pro-
duetion of telegraph property—aot slock=but poles,
wites, instewments, apparatus, bulldivgs, patents, &c.,
than the Postmuster-General’s report states to e the
cont of all tao telograph property ti the couutry.

Now, the question which becomiea neccssary for this
cotpuittee to considar st the outset Is the expedicuey of
the Governtuent of the United States emmbariing in the
telograph business.

The populstion of the Unlted States is now abont
$0,000,000,  The niuber of essges neit by nll the tele
cruph Hnes fn tho country in a year is less than 20 wil-
Homs, Thik fact, theretare, appears @ that of every two

wrsona in the United States, one of thew, onee in o year,

s goeaston (o sond o telegraph wmessage ot the average
cost of slxty-two oonts, or thirty-one eants for each per-

OF the 40 millions probably 30 miltons never send
phsnige nt all, vel each one of them must hove, in
rv one of the 363 days in the year, food, aud elothing,
antl shelter, By what right doos the Government, or-
gamyed for the common benefit, snd maintained ut the
COminan eXpeuss, propose to tax the whole I;“"l“" of the
United Btutes for the convonionee of o small u pvr cent-
agi of the population 1 1s It not & strange aud anom-
alons condition of things that Congross sl onnldering
wh attack wpon private parties and property by o depart-
went of the Gov st which seeks (o inangneite pro-
covdings for the acquis of their property, and for
pmbarsing m the teleg Linsiness at toe pablle ox
pense, to prowote the vonye nee of o mers bandfol of
people, not one of whom comes bere o compliin tiy
ek for any rolief, while thousauds and tens of thonsands
wre olther homeless or suffering for ek of food, fuel, or
clottitng, sud for whose eomfort the Government mnkes
uo provision whatever !

1 trast, Mre, Chairman, that this Committes will he-
Heve me entirely stueore when 1asy that neither on this
nor on any fornivr oceasion have [intended to be wint-
fhi in that respect which 18 due to the mwembers of the
Comumittoe, nud to the offieers of every department of
tho Governmeut of the United States, Six years ago we
ontered, 08 we sapposed, into a compact with the United
States, either that wo were to be permitted to go ou and
eopduct our business without governmental intorference,
or thi e Government wonld take our property at the
uppra nt of a jury in whose selection we aliould
Bave an equil volee, and that we shoald then be per-
mitted to withdraw our eapital and ipvest it in other en-
torprises. Bearcely wus the Ink dry on the sigusturs
thut yim‘u valliity to that act before schemes were intro-
dueed into Congress, aud have been prossed at every
arasion sinee, which have rendered [t necessiry for the
officers and representatives of the telegraph to be in at-
tendance on Congress, under olreamstances of great per-
supal inconvenlense, at very conslderable expense, and
to the noglect and injury of the Imsiness with which
they are connected. If, therefore, | have sometimos ox-
nibited imputience, it is, first, beconse 1 am cowpelled
always to be in s hurrs's and, socondly, beeause [ have
felt, s 1 feel now, that we have been the njured parey
ani not the aitromm'; that we have endeavornd to keep
i good falth tne compact into which we enterod on the
invitation of Congress: and yet we are obliged to come
here at gvery sesson to defend onr property, our husi-
poss, Al onE management from uuprovoked assnults by
parties whose intercats or whose prejudices tempt them
to auppress of distort the faots, o who for luck of knowl-
edge and ceperiones soen unable to cowprebend Woem.

Lt me ask, on bebalt of the property wnlch I repro-
went, and of the loterosts with wideh I am connootid,
that some detinite setion be taken on this saliject at this
somalon, Itisdoe to all the interests involved, as woll
as tothe honor and good faith of the United States,
that something shall e settlod, T stated a few mome nta
azo that the Company with which 1 am connected had
erected, during Wie year 1974, 20,000 miles of wire. The in-
dicntions are thnt we shall be pequired to erect, during
Pl yeur 1673, at lonst 25,000 miles of wire, nothwithstaud-
ing the fact that we are now engaged 12 equipping our
liios With an upparstus which we have demonstrated to
aur entire satiafaction is capable of doubling the capa-
city of every wire we have, s it unfalr, Mr. Chalron,
in anticipation of such an Investwent, Involving prob-
ably o expenss of 4 millbon of dollurs on the part of
tise Western Union Compiny, aud periaps another mii-
lion vy raliroad ‘compuntes, In eonneetion with which
jines will be constrocted, thit we should usk Congross to
take some notion by which we can judee whother overy
time we moke snfovestment o this business we pat 1t
at hnzard, Is the million of dollmts whiich we shall prob-
ably invest during the next year (o be put at hasared |
Do the United Blates contemplate procesding for its
vonfiscution 1 At all avenis, sro we not entitled to no-
tice as to what the Goverument does contewplate, in
order that we may eleet whether to locur the risk of ju-
vosting these large sums suoually, or whether we will
rotain and distribote them smong oor stockholders. I
submit that belween mwan and man this would be only
falr—tint common sense of justioe which 15 eallod
M fair play.”  The eltigen  of the Unlted States s
oo y eutitled o wsk this from the Guvernment of
the United States, We nak nothing more. We admit our
obligation to deliver our property to the Government
under the vislons of the act of 1868 whenever Con-

shall diroct the nppolutinest of appraisers, wid
whnll spmvrlnu the funds woerewith to pay thele
award. we olject to tins tompl to f
» public opinion I advance of the apprusement, wiich
1 1o oparata ol $he app to Judioe of our
rights. It 18 Dot Deccssary to discuss
whather we are entitied, under that act, to the
cost of the polos sod wires, or whether we sro o od
to something more.  The valuo is to be docided by arbi-
tration, in 0 with the terms of (e Aot to

‘rlar have

]

Tho o

and the arbitrators are Lhe

D T

tho resuit of arbi ua vided lu the d
a,r that before mﬂm lﬂn s BOIE -nﬂ:"w-:l ey
taken which sball w

ahares in the various

panies whether It wil) be prodent for tha Ul :
t:l:nrm L 1h :Hh:: ;h:iﬁrﬁ:.ninn in nﬁﬂ.’?«"«'ﬁ?
property, A hiem
:;_-nns whataver shall gppear to by or b: aenl?r:f
won’ the On of the Govornmasbt lu that re

i : rmu:l HUBBARD BILL.
Tarm qu 110 Unequal o the diseussion of the dotalls of
the bill of « 117 HUbbard, [ now apank of the bill sa ©
latsawits If tho Comuitton havo allowed any modifi-
cations of it 1.18V0 6ot beon apprised of theg. But the
ill, as T laat som” 16 18 selieme for the incorporntion by

Congross of s o, 307 autharized to engage In the tels-
graph business s A1Lte States and Territorled, condi-
uun‘ad thint the rates B which m 4 aliall be sﬁa‘ﬂ;l

the ratos named in the bil, whie

Fiates ars upy-wnﬂf ed'isldorably leas than tho prosont
averge rates. But ga're s a provision In bl
authorising " priovity we saves” at double rates, Bal
Mr, Clusirman, o¥ery ey ixo 18 o priority  message,
That ks what the el for. And you will appre-
ahate, 1 thunk, the fores of that on learning the following
focta: 1t 1s now three yoars guice, throughout the terri-
tory east of the Missour; Kiyar, messagon could be Glod
at ooy telograph offiee gt oy Lime during the day for
transmisaion ot the couvan jance of Lhe Company, and for
delivory on the folloWing morning eb Lall the taritd rates,
Thist provision beon 1y nguru.ﬁll throe yoaea 10 is
thoroughly well Known o wlf pea bo have eocasion
o e the welegraphy aud githoug. lﬂl rates from Now-
York, Boston, Fhiladelpnia, Baltimore, sud Wasiougton
to Toxns, Western Atkansas, and Kansos, aro § Lo 83 50
for u stogle Weasao, with o few hours difference of time,
aud without any BVenienes to Los oustotmer as Lo b
o of the MOASAED &6 hall these ratos, tho faot is that
at Lthis time, after s yours of Wae, bud 11 per eont of
ﬂ'ﬁrﬁfﬂ”m buslness is doue under this provision of

Tao Chatrman—Is that arrangoment mades
otl‘l{-r«rwwi‘r_‘s‘umwalh A m::i b

r. Orion—1Yes, Bir all of them, Mr, Thurston, -
dept of the Pactlle sod Atlantie Compaay, mt-:;“l;h::t‘
T did pot Ble s caven) s gntitled to o patesnt on that
sobietnn, 1 think, It hi wag eutirely trank, e would ud-
mit that be Koow wo woes gotng (o doit; but ho
aid bt tiest, bocikuse i6 took us s groat while to work
s tha details beiore ?\uuux i% in opatation, aod s0 he
started it on s linos befure wo did on ours,  But 4 has
b i operation ou gl the Hones of all the companies
during the Inat tthunrn. It did uot ot firss include
any tervitory wWest of the Mississippt Bivor.

S, Thurston—I wish to disclaim the credit of belng 8o
muol smarter thias the Prosident of ty Westorn Union
Telogruph Company, aud [ am bappy to conceds to Lilm
the gotupliment of Maving origiuated the proposition of
sendlug these nlght dispatolies ot lalf ritos, It was e
privoiple on which our Line wis fiest erontod that Lhab
shwuld form 8 feature of (& when the loe was safliclonily
extonded to do #0; and we had it contempiation, It
seomis, b Lo samo tme ss the Western Union poople,
wilhuut ench other knowing it.

Tue Cosrmab—Is Wo tact that you have suoh an Ar-
raugement 50 @enerally kuown to your customors that
this 11 per Cenb reptescnla the voluontacy chioloo of thy
people ;. or s 1k brue thak o cousideralle portibn of your
ettstomors 4o BOL Kiow of tuo oxlsgove ol that ball
rate
Mr. Orton—=When we junugurated this schome we con-
gideved that the poople whi seut and recelved messagos
every day, were bho people whowm (£ was bo our intersst
to notity fest. The balf rate mesaago biaok s prioted in
rod ik, These blatks were distiibuted, sa otler mes-
gago blanks are distrdbuted, frecly among the eustomers
of the telegraph. winall advertisement, of o shae sulg-
ablo to be dpchosed W Lhe savelope i which messsges
are dellvered to our custiwers, printed also in rod, was
printed to the extent of sy aillilons, and was suppited
to the various offices of the Compauy, aud & copy wons
placed in the envelops with every message delivercd tor
seversl wouths,  Wo argued thut in tie course of thres
months, i an advertscment went out with every wes
Hage aeliverod, we shoulid probably, during that period,
poach the ETeal WAlurity of iose Who petrotizs the
telegrapl. Lo addivon to Lhat cards were provided aod
dirvoted to be suspended o the telegraph ofices, The
biliuks themselves are exposed there,  And stlil more re-

¢ b directed an advertisement to be printed prom-
the rl'lh'lu;!-',n usied for Inclosing wessagos to
b delive We have takos the gimost pains te inlorn
thie public of the fucl und wo bellove the publie 1s well
Informed of it Cortainly that is the case mnong those
whio are tiost in the hablt of wslog tlhe telegriph.

The Churmati—Docs Uinks hall fure srraugement apply
to sl your ratesd

e, Orton—Yes, Bir; to evory office enst of the Mis
potrl Hiver, moluding Kansas, Missouri, Arkatisas, Loui-
shivtn, and voariy all of Texna,

The Chalrman—Batween bere and New-York, and bo-
E.u-u;:; lere wud Boston, apd botween Boston and New-

ur

Mr. Ortou—Yes, 8ir. Wa do not Include in it the Pacifle
Const, for the reason that the lioe 15 a0 long and the
difference bn time ia thres bours, The great dificulty in
inlug that loe, ke linbility to interruptions and
the @ertaity tist day amd night basiness woull et con-
fused, luss ndueed us to withhold puiting it into opera-
tion on the Paciile Coast.  We tntena, bowever, o Hew of
shat, to reduce the pates betwesn tho Atlantic aud
Pacille Coasts ab au early day—to stili turtber reduve

Tury are only about ove-hall now what they

X Yoars ngo,

Now let me retarn to the Hulbard BIL T spoke of one
of the Ju-.\i-lmm of that vill, being the salbority to
charge auble the rates namod therein fur messages
entitled to priority, aund I expressed the opinion tiat
GVEEY IsAage Was o priority message 5 and 1 spponled

f thiat h’.l{::r cent of the business of the Woestern
Union Telogruph Cowpany (8 priority business, or what
would e prioeity business under the provisions of tis
il Therefore, takiog the prescnt day rates aod ulght
vites, wid striking the average, the priority rate under
Mr. Hubbard's Wil & bigher on the average thun the
present aversge rate,  Toe bill, whon Llast saw it, pro-
vided for an issio of 81,000,000 of stook, without suy
othor consideration thau the vagne expresaion * for ex-
priscs of urgwbization,” It contalued uo stipulation, or
taraitoe on the part of tho corporators that any muql«
tning 'r guilsed on the part o oorporation, Lo be
ercated by the bt sould be performed. 1t 18 a stupon-
dotia Jo'r; &l sttewpt to get tho sanction of Coneress o
moschome to cnable st0ck to be floated, one million dol-
lars of which could be divided mnonug the corporators,
without the obiigstion to scconnt for a single dotlar of
It.  When thut buas been done it is s good eavnga thing
tor its boueticiaries, If they never erdet a pols or string
a mble of wire; and I predict that if that bill shall he-
cowe o law the Company created by it will never build
a thonsand wiles of twlegraph line. And yot it may ben
splendia thng for its promoters. It wikl do the pablic
i good, and de the Govarumeot no good ; on the con.
trary, if this schome shoul woulid It not hiave dis-
epedited governmental coone 1 with the telezraph;
would it not postpoue the e (f that time ls ever to
corat) when the Governtuent shull control the businoas?

The Chalrman—Flease to sxplaio precisely what you
menn whien you say that the corporators muny make i
good thing of it withouk their eveciing a pale ur builliing
w il of ool .

Mr. Orton—When this bill* bevomes & law, T assume
that the firat thing to be done under it 18 to organize the
vorporation ; the pext thing inevitahly L to sell gome of
thi stock, for until the procerds of the sale of the stock
are on hatd they esrtainly will huve nothing with.which
to by lnes that are already bullt or to bulld new ones.
Suppose thoy scll §1,000,060 of stock, and no more—they
bve o right to distribate that among the corporators
anid are uwder oo obligation to necount ta anyboay forit.
) wssume that no moral question §s luvolved in connec-
tion with taking that wiuch Copgress freely mives. 1
certainly raiso no such guestion.  1f Congress gives the
authprity to twenty or thirty gentiemén to eolloct
#1,000,000 from_the public, sud to distribate It nmong
thomsolves, that 5 abont the highest right to
progrerty |‘unuw of. But Congress axicts nothing from
Lhem 1o roturn, ioposes uo obligation o thew then and
thereafter to du aaytiing,  Bat suppose they shonld got
£2.000,000 of stovk and divide the §1,000,00, anil thon faith-
fally and judielossly expend the vther million, and the
schiome faiis, They have burrowed o hols tn the Post-
Offlee, interfered with nnd Interrupted the poatal ser-
vice, vaxed sud harcsssed the customers of the tele-
graph, who have been wany thines canght sending wes-
siges by the Government lne to points not reachiod by
it, disgnsted the publie, generally; and eertuinly it
socros to we that the poople will not be in & very evan-
gelteal frame of mind toward govern mental conneotion
with the telegraph, with such a spoctmen of the results

e fore them.

But geuppose it goes on and does better, what then 1
The Government has ereated a monopoly of whieh It ean
never be rid exeept by purchase. There may bhe no obli-

tion on the part of the Government to by the exist-

ne Hpes; there certaluly would be an obligation on the
part of the Gioverument to buy thit Hine, I submit that
every share stock subacribed to the eorporation
ereated by this Ast wonld bs so subscribed on the iu-
dneements hold ot by the Government of the United
Btatose.either that that Company i8 to make 10 per cent
on its eapital, with an added wrlion for expensas of or-
gnnization; or, falling in that, the Unite States L to
buy the property,
ow, 1 read i the pablie printa that the Secretary of
the Tronsury 18 recently Bcén before o committen of
Congress, asking for legislation to wuable Bim to pay a
lurger comimission than is now allowed by law for the
pegotintion of bonds of the Unifrd States ata lower rate of
Interest than 18 paid on the greater part of the publio
debt. This bill is & seheme to onable i Private corpora-
tion, after 118 Corpormtors have made §1,00.000, Lo make
10 pereent on all ‘the balanes of their Investment, with
s §1,000,000 included,  What is the propriety of such a
etnership, WIth such u quasl guarutes of auch o rate
of fnterest ot the pare of im- United yStates, which ocer-
talily 15 shundautly able to go juto market aund borrow
money st Ball that rate of Interest! What 1a the ne-
peasity Tor the Government to set up partpers n the
business who 40 not own g rod of telegraph lu the United
Sintes, and Who never did au hour's work st the tele-
ph busineas in theip [ives—what 18 the propricty of
ﬁ‘t.: Government setting up such partios in oppdlition to
the capital and axaputu-mm whitch, for more than twenty
yours, have heen developing telegraph syatetn whieh,
potwithstanding the disparaging statementa made cou-
it in the report of the Postmaster-tienersl, eom-
favoralily with any telograph system on the globe 1
on the subject of raies. More than 60 per
oent of the ¢ost of conducting the telegraph business 13
pald for 1ahor, ¥oU we are obligod voustantly W meot
H ts and ar basod upon the rates pald 1o
Europe,

The {:Imlﬂ:!;B;-DI:\n that refer to tth runging ex-
need o Lo L biilding ex peoses 85 W
Mr. Orton—=1t rofers m.-m.ﬁaumng the business. Bixty
r oent of the whols cost ia for labor.
Mr. Nibtack—Waat do yoo include o the word * labor**
o you include oporators 1
Mr. Orton—1 lnelade the wages of Operators, of coursoe,
It is & work of Wmen wnd of hands, Dot of steim ongines
— work of Individuals, the expenae of whicl inoreascs
almost in the direct patio of the woroased volume of
business. It 18 all very woll 1o suy that if you have an
{mmenso S8 of it |¢ oan bo dons more chcaply. Ask
the stenographer there who 18 rep g theso
Juigs how wach elisapor he ean WOEK if e has the work
of four men Put upon him atopee, There 1s s limit to liu-
capacity. I correapondence Were all pald for by
writton Word, would the prioe of it be suy cheaper
1 voliine wis jargely inereassd | And yot every
word of every Mesgge I8 wriklen out in detail by the
fingers Of Jtho  taegraph operator. No matter
how you MRy (norease the spesd of transmis
piof, OF CheApel some of Lhe Processcs, every (TS
wage 18 the product of the labor of buman tnge

this Compaiy ahall b

vernin
parvs
Now, n word

of the

Con urupe. view of this fact, and
of that wiioh I haye alroady statsd—iuat mare than
cont earrent oxpenses of cofduoting

h:.::n. drnur W agee—is il falr l‘:
capital an unﬁnmm
i 80ryico which da sv lareolv tho vroduct s

dotail of Iahor, at rates oo

o0t of labor and of mraterial in Earape sid i tie
atates, teiegrapling in the United

chiesper than in any eouptry in
aay &7-., the M‘nu;n. nnt'{ mny
nd the oiff renee fn

nfu pild to the cmployes
[ o' e i nd thal tel=zraphin

materials, yon will

O jme,

lonst 10, anid In many cxses 12 hours,

the Governmont woald do an

rates of wages than are now pasd, It follows, therefore,
that, on the basts of nlﬁm hones as o day’s work, the
present annnal expenditure to opirate the teleeraph
would yield & uet twenty por oent less than the
prosant, or thie bo msintais the present pradaet woald
roquire ab inorosse of foreo and of exposnditase twonty-
livs per cent greatar than the proscnt, Hurely, the Gov

ornutent would net disceiminnto agatnst operatives and
wechanios in the balographito dopartinent of 1gs basdness,
aud require them to work from two to four hours more &
day than lx now reqoirsd of Govermmnent clerks, mechan-
tos, and laborers,

In tho repurs of the Postmaster-Gensral pefertnce 18
made to the Governmen® telezraph of Groat Britain, sal
considerable apace 18 davotag to the consldaration o the
auostion of u uniform rate, Now, Ste, Tadmie, thoe of it
were practinable to renwown tha 40,000,000 of propla of the
Unpltei States mnto the tarritory eomprised i the 2tacos
of New-Eugland and New-York, it would be entirely
practicable to estabilsh w nniforms rate, 1t sce how un-
kT it 88 0 compare this coantry with Groat Britainor
Frunoe, ench having a popudation approsimating to our
own, settied on an ares but hetle larger than New Fa-
elinned, whiile our population is sprend T an nrer rgodl
sltmost to the continnut of Burops, Ton to 15 milse of
tolegraph must be cotisicieted and kept [n regpalre i the
Uuiled Btates to roach the same nuriier of peraans as 10
Groat Brisain or Prauce see roachod by ons mife; and
whien you constder that It costs on a0 Sversge §4 permile
of wire per aomum to keep coustraeiod bness fo rewur,
you will see whiat a ditffurenes there |s ks favor of those
countries of donser poputation,  Pormit n® to remark,
taribinr, In connection with the Faglial tejgarph. which
s roprosented W be a sunecesy fund f olieve it o
o m sucesss s0 (ar a4 its admlmstration s con
corned), that I think very erroneoss views are
eatertatned coneerning the result of e oparations
Hnanciully. Whatever It may bocome hdtealler, the
Britiah telegraph hius coat the Mritish Govarmment moes
niwaey every month since (b has been Lo operstion wader
the Government, than 1t oas received 1 reveaus from
anch operations. Now 1 am awars thst an exhibit has
bioen m winz a profit. | have examinsd that ox-
hibit carelully d hud Lust the apparont proflt result-
fng from the oporacion of the Brithh tolearapin s ol
talned by charging nn arbitrary som to cupiial m annt
There 18 no evideuce yet Lo satisly me that the Brity
tolsgrapl is selt-anstuiniog to-dny. And yet it onght
ba sell-susiatming, and I nave no doubt that it will wlti-
wately becotne sell-sustaining.  Vory moch has boon
san! goneerning the coormons DM s 1D the volume of
business sitice the Bogiish Government took the teke-
graph and eatablished o umform rate. Lot mo make o
statement i that eounection, There ure no mors wes
sages senb bn Geeat Britaln to-day, 1n proporion to the
nuwber of miles of Wire aud the number of stations, nml
of employds, than there wore befure the Govermorut
took the [ines from private hamds snd ssbablisbedd & nul-
form rate. Tils §s # vory hoportaut fact, beesitse thire
{s tnvolved (o 1 Lhe very cssence of the lew governiog
the development of the telegrapu Misiess.

The Clairy L4 thnt the tatienl rule on which
Telrgeaph Compatios copsider erowth to ba gaiged !
Mr, Orton—1 am tuow about to siste what T oousider
to s the rale. TG i, that the viast in the volutoe of
wedograpli business is more divetly  pr iMertioned Lo the
incroase of Tactlitios than it is o any question of rat
whatever: sud | would make, withont the slightest hes-
Hation, & wager coveriag tho cost of the experiment,
that L, say, between four citles, the expuriment should
s krfed, 18 thie vae case, of redieing the rate one-balf,
anid, 0 the other case, of doubling e Taciiities without
uny peduction of the eates, the double volumea of businnas
will come quicker ou the doubled facilitios thau oo the
reduced rates. Now, that ls my opinion, and I would lm
glad to hear the viows of the other gentismens prescnt,
with whom [ have not coulertal,

My, Tunrston—1 fully coutinm the opinion of the Pras.
ient of the Western Union Telegrapn Company, We
Lave fond It 80 oo linea, A, to-day wo tind, ne
the result of our busiueds, that, with wost has bien
ralled nereased Fates, over thoso Bhok existed ap to the
19t of May, the want of fuctlities alone prevents our
business incronsing; and wo wre now increasing our
favilities in order to Incrense our husiness,

Mr. Swoet—Mr. Orton aaked we that question to-day
on the train, aud L have been tarning the thing over in
wy mind, 1 bolleve his statewent (o ho substautially
corraet, 50 Lir s my ¢Xporicnce gods.

Tas Chatrman—Does that indieate ¢ your mind that
thie detnand 14 for greater fucilitiea rather thun for cheaper
rutes !

Mr, Sweet—For greater and more rapid facilities, The
experictios of night rates will demonstrate that, The
yuestion 1s uot one of cieap rated ; 10 18 upon Lo (ques
flon of favilities, and of the raphlicy with which nessaces
wee bennsmittod aud dellvered, thal the inurcase of Luasl-
neAs depends

The Postnster-General (to Mr, Thuraton)—You say
thad your Dustiness Lereases if you Inercaso facalition,
potwithstauding that the prices may be alsy fucressod,
Suppose your prices weee lowersd, would uot the busi-
ek b tneroasnd by that !

sir, Thurston—3y experienco in telegeaph business
hirings it dowi to 6 very mnullruim. 1t 15, that uo man
sonds o telegraph wessage for the mere pleasure of Lele.
graphing, e morely sends it in order to galu time, ot
to males the proflt wieh he expects to gain by econo-
wilzing thue, by foreatalling the market, or something
else 3 and the question with him is not &0 much Lhe eosi
of i mossago ss the apeed with which it 1s delivered. So,
If you take o line beiwoen two @0 oltles, with ouly
one wire, and (f you imake the price of mussages as low
a4 you possibly can, the publioc will not be accommo-
dnted, and the business will not inervase ; but if you put
up Inore wires, and inereaso the facalities for telegraph-
itig, you inoreass ths busines.

Pue Postmgat +-Gongral—That inerease of business 18
obtained by mutiplyiog the wireas.

Mr. Thurston—Yes. DBy increasing the fagilities, nnil
kecping tim rated at the same price,

e Postmsster-General—=Thin it 18 unlike the postal
hustnesd, sod unilke the telegfapy busioess n wther
countrles

Mr, Tuurston—=Take & largs city like Pittsburgh, where
I reestide, whitch bs o maoufpotaring eity, and take o fae-
tory there cmployitg s people, wud you will find thas it
i3 uly 03 0L Of Wi 400 that ever uses the telograph ;
thie othoer 329 do Bot Aeld & ossage UL & year; but the
onn sends 50 oF & 100 niessages 1o nday ; and wit minst use
Litn as o werchant would use i custinner; we st give
bt thie tacilities that he wants, The question with hjan
i4 not one of price, but oue s to Low Lae service la per-
tormed.

Tae Postmaster-General=That would be the question
withh i £renl uany mwore people i they had tacilities, and
if the telograph was cleasp elougi o be willbio thew
reaol.

Tuo Chatrmsn—Me. Brown, what {4 your opinion upon
the pownt!
Mr, Brown=My impression is that the expsriouce in
aotue parts of the country has been that reduving
rates as vory vastly increased the busineas, aa o Ll
Wost, Tor lustanoe, Iearned from Me, Ovton that put-
ting the pate down 1o 10 cents botween Clilcago wud Mil-
watkee inureased the bisiness very vistly ; but wmy i
prossion has been thit ween & man 4 23 or 30 venks
fot 4 chgar he does 10T cate VeTy muo whether b pays
iy e conts wors or less for o telegrapl message.

Mr. Palwer (to Mr. Ortou)—Il cheapening rafes does
not incresse the volume of business, why do you cheapen
rislos,
Mr. Opton—Have I been understood as saylng that
ohenpetling Lho ratos did not lugrease the volume of
buusinens |

Mr. Paimor—1I thought that the tendency of yonr argu-
mont was to show that 1t was the increass of faellitics
rather than the reduction of prices that Lrought an io-
crease of busliess,

Mr. Urton—Hotl of them tend
the business, bat I believe that the developwent of the
tolpgraph depends wore npon the provision of increased
tneiittios thas on the  reduction of raies—assuiniog, ol
course, that the rates are not exorbitant and probibi
tory, but Laking the sverago rates as they are i
thi United States.  And now, let me -u?porl. this: Tho
tueill petween New-York aud Clucionatl siX years ago
wis #1835 a mossage. Under the active competition -
angurated by the Company of whitch Mr, Thurdton s the
Prosident, the rates were reduced to §1 50, 81 23, §1, and
tnally (o 60 cents, AL that rate the lings were operated
for two years. The rates o interwodiato places wers re-
duced correspondingly, the rate bolween 3 ww-York und
Pittaburgh being 48 oents, Oun the 1st of Muy lust, by
provious agreement, the rato bBotween New-York and
Ciuginnati was sdvanesd from 60 ceuts 1o §L, and bes
twoen New-York and Pittsburgh from 25 to 50 cents.
Within the year preceding the Wostarn Unlon Telograph

Company had very considerably inoreased its facilitios
bﬂtw‘;n New-York, Pistsburghi and Clucinnatl, The in-
reass i the volume of business between the stutions on
that route, dunng the months of May, June aud July of
the present yoar, afier an advance of from 40 to 10 per
cent, Wi g&ul-ﬂ' LAt the increuse L Lo CorTespo
months lo the previons years,

T Chairwsn— there been sn loorease In the fa-
ollitiga |

M, Urton—Yes, [ stated that as part of my prelimi-
nary stetetnont.

Tue UwrﬂumTwm was the percentage of U8 in-

faeilitios

Mr. Urtoti—] vannot apawor that very well. The fa-
cllilits LElWeon tWo such cilics as New-York aud Ui
ciunsti do not depend upon the number of wires on suy
onw Folite, although that route way be the oue maloly
wsed for thie busivess Detween those two statious. 1t 1s
thie goueral lureass of Lecliitles east and west on the
Tois thist age svatiable betwesn the two sectious. do
nob wen to say that the way to get a larger luctenss of
Dusinoss Bext year than we h"t‘:rl?d heretofore 18 to
mike o further inerease u the 4 | presume 1 ahall
nub bo wisknderstoed 1 that regard. 1 bring
this ilustratisn o support of the opinlon which I ex-

russed #s L0 Lhe law goverulug the developaient of the
clegraph busibess— that it i3 & question of facili-
ties, and Ukl are provided for the
exinbing volume of basino, there s cortainly po great
inducement (o wake u redustion of rates. It costs &
deal of money to provide thess additional facilities.
Tus Western Umion Telegraph Cowpauny has erocted
Within tue last two years a wire of uuosusl sizo o this
Cuuntry —nukIbor AR gauge—betwaen Now-York and
(4] It is uow completing one between New-York

Cincinnati of the same gauge, nod has ordercd an-
othir of the sawe geuge between Pittaburgh and Cul-

s Chaleman—Ts thero any other relation to the size

except strengio
1mtum of stsength does not enter

Mr. Orou=The
into the case st ail. Toe distance, tql.u‘rspuu‘lullr, ity
con-

tween two ala de upou the size of the
and ltnﬂ“ @'ml:u briug New-York and 8an
Fraucisoo é" within the same distunce as
New-York aud tmm:. you the conductor large
puough, Ou these largor conduciors wo are latrodnetug
Hicarn's duplex aystew. We w0t vnly Pmruls an wdd-
tionul wire, but we equip It At onoe with an spparatus
wiileh gives it double power, We g Clucinnat! and
New-York uvarsr Lok talograptloaliy, wud we wike
.alclhlwu\\;tusl W l:':. T nat d

s Ly o
would wako a stalement orlmmmummm' .
ruviing bobwosn Sg¥-YOCk aa B LUAIthle BFAE
oreo wen York aud i
Jrask &M—M% e

lan itional wird, Huppose, for
Jiiustratiou, that there w
o A B Lobl "t T; 6 Wean wall rocenHY

nding with K eimitar
sorvioe o other countrioa I hodieve 10 bs sasesptitile of
simple demonsteation that, consiasrins the d-u’-w&w:.' 'ﬂ
oL
Heatew in decidedly
Enrone—~T was going )
1 nny eonutry in Bae

rope. If you wiil oousiler theé duf ‘rones simply it :LL:

L]
chicaper th the United States thsn in any country '“L“'

ut that is not all, A day’s work by the employés of
the Governmont Is limiesd by law 2 cight bours, while
the emplayts of (he toiveraph are reguired to work at
[ nasume it witl
not be clafmed that the same persoms In the cioploy of
more work io the same
time than if in the acrvics of private parties; or that
tho former could bire telograph oposstives at lower

i

¢
15

eapatls of bransmitting the mﬂﬂ hetwi naes

10 ha tranmniited hetween two oftios; bat in
evitable growth, reanlting from the use of Lhe
telozraph, aud patily fron  thoe aan of ation

and the davelopment of businoss, earrisa the develop-
mendof lelsgraph brsinass wen per cont bayond the
capmoliy of L1ae wirs, It Bhen hecomes nocsasary i dn-
plivato whe ontirs investment, lesa the cost of the poies.
N ;:‘.uu this pelnt Iet e make n remark mmhﬂr
n unforticite rivora which the Postmaster .
eral lina  perwi an  nniotormed n o put
upon him aud upsn the opuntry with oftisial asne-
tion. Ho staten that the cost for additional wires s
S5 per e, Now, the amallest gaiee of wien we gas—
N, et tin A0 L, b toe mile, und it s worth so-day
in the port of New-Yorg B3 cents per pound, L& ros
vory (e lswledgosf arithmetls to show s the
fost there, hefors you have consdorsd vary far the quol
ton of mllll:ll - l\'m‘.:ull. Isubout #95 A milo.  And
then, when (8 comes Uy transporiing the wire i

uf at leadt 1,000 milesover rlil:xllnl:ml Blatos hl:m
of miles on the barks of Prok-horses to the plas whore
It 1w b ereetod, LRSTHEE WILE (e Insalatorn, Gres.
auis, tonls and other requ Ate appliasos for epacting iy
I nniab confess iy porprise Bt the deolaration of e
Postossater General i an ofislal dosument that wd-
ditional wires can o erocted jo the United Statos ab s
Coat of Bk e,

Tho Chairinar—1 have just made s Hitle igurine hers
frong vorrr shapement. B oaderstand  you o sy that the
Weslorn Union Tewgrapn Company woulld probably
predh poxt year 45,000 adaitionnl miles of wire, Bt s cosl-
of bt §1 8000 chat wenld be 80 o mile, which s nob
very tar frotn the eatimate of (he Postapsator-Livhornl,

Tiie Postoesster-Geaeral =With tae duty vl it s low

thian B0 0 mibe.
The Chairiman (o Mr Owtoni—B0id | misnnderstand

yoult

Mr. Orton—You did not misnderstand me. 1 waa nok
teying 0 bee exact when 1 ospuke of the cost as heang
Sows o, and | had e my wid only the ex peaditire
el the Westors Unlon Company woubd ma T the
ion of W0 wies of new wiegraph wire, it w

or prot-
auls tust from onethisd to uwe-half of the total coad

would bo contrituted by rallrsad companies. Wa are
badding a gosd desl of Hike o ¥er® year at the cost ol oar
Company of onlv the wire, inslators, and mstrimests ;
L grokiea bt provided and atl the labor performed ox-
vopt thiat of & eompretent forenisn, by the milrosd com-
paiien Yot sl lwes, when cowmpleted, are as
wee A LotnpdLling wessges tor tho puts
wle the eniire Investment Dscossary

1o potorn (o e oontemntion of the 1ull-
nies we perforiu serviee for them on
While, thernfore, e sodition of 25,00 miles of

wire mignl not be enfersl aa  costing the Wosh
ern Uiion  Compony 8 cssh jnvesied »of  the
Citne  tuors  Bhan 8O B0 a mile, the tolad
cont might be twlee a4 mioch, the balsnee Do

contesnated by rallrosd eompaiies, or chargsd o pro
At bosa.  The nodition of & singlo wure may, and fre-
uently does, involve the necasity of the reconstrorction
wl the entire lne, elodiog the provision of new polos of
larger carrying eapacity. 1o that vass the cost to e
Woestern Unlon Company of the sddittonal wire ouly
sould be cbarged W constrnction, the olbor oxmises
Drpling pMit B prodil and! loss account, alibough the valune
Gf G wholts (ue as e inerensed (ar bevond that of
e wdditional wire, Hor when the sdditionnl wire has
e procted as many apeomtors are requiced to operste
It e 0F I were the only wiee on that route, 18 takes jost
a4 IanY operators to operate @ pecand wire ds it did for
e fhest wire, and it will cransniit b e matler s the
frab one did, s0 that the expouse, 6 conbection with the
fierenred volume of business, Keops gmwlbml‘ wille
thi imerensed voinme i while every Gime the incredsss
peaches & cortein fAgure we mast diphoste Lhe invest-
e it—perhaps not noscloiely, But wo ust ake & yery
large adiditony to thal Investmaeht

Buppose that when the trathio of a rallroad reachn
eurtain fgures it became Decessary to lay dowi s new
track, and o provide a separste equipineut for thad
tonck, aod @ seoparate stall tor ench dopartment of ke
nperations, you will see in & motent thal & vory large
Iaerouse 10 bustpess mighs Doeome o great miforf use
S0 10 s boen toaud by our triends, who bave songht the
favor of the | oo pebition with the Weslom
Unilon Telograph Cimpany by reducing thoir ratos, Lhald
et Was Lo short atid sure tomd 1o destraction, Amd
we are also (uito satisfled With the rosuit of thgt expert.
ence, sluce tee diff-resce L our ownd reveniis by the
Ineger ra enable us to provide the ndditional wiros,
winch, belng provided, constitule the ablity of the
att sager Colipany alvways 1o compete auocossfilly with
the wonker

A stpele remnark more,  IF it were tran that sl the lelee
grapla i the couutry coulil be reproduced for ton oF
cleven wilions of dullars, would not thab fact aloan of-
ford ample protection to the people of the United stiles
from ALy severe opprossion on Ghe part of Telograph
Comnpanies 1 La tuere any danger o the peopio of Lae
1 | dates frows cotojrnles whos |'nro|r- Ly cat e
doplioatud for so smnll o s of woney § Lt whiethog
it 14 tet wiibons or wIty wiillons, or wliatever thio suos
way b, Liere s no business of Ko geueral i portsuoe
tinat can b establishod on so comparatively simall a cep-
ital, A single wire betws Now-York and Washington
goverus the i on 40 wires, LI the lloe  wuich Mr,
Thurston's Company s, L belleve, now working inte
Washingion—a lie of vue wire—shouid cleet to-umurmw
1 roiduce Lhe rate between New-York and Washiungton
one-hudf, it wonhl be pecessary for the Western Unlon
Cotppauy Lo fullow iu that reduction | Tor withough, 1t we
Al not follew, the public would I ubilged still to give
the majority of the husiness o us ot the Wgner rate, Mr.
Thuraton woulil lnevitauly get ull be conlu possibly do
Iy thaat line, sl the fact that ho wia williog w o il he
pould at tual rate wounld undoubtedly enatie him to gok
the capital neecsgary to put up sdditional wires; wiid wi,
step by step, the diference betwoen the two would dis-
appedr, and unless we calue down to the same ralo wo
saold wltimately lose our buslhess,

The Postiaster-General—l have only one or Lwo gen-
ernl romarks to uake iu geply to Mr. Orton. 1o my
preseutation of the question with rogard to the postal
telegraph I am caesrtain of oue thing—thial 1 have not had
i particle ol fecling lor oF agoiust any Cowpany. | have
Dewn louking soiely to the public lnterest, 1 have made
Dy statetient witli s view to ujure any Company or W
Dlast ita prospects in the futare, or to luterfere with soy
Jilst compenantion that may Lo awarded to it for its prop-
eriy. O the vontracy, L oave made y stiteoent uns
ufter rop d solicit trom people of all grades
poviely, soue iU, sole POOT, some mel L busiunvas and
wollie i social life, some from the East and some from
the West : and taat, too, after Congress itself had in.
wugurated aod earvied out two or throe lubotiows and
uhie investigations of the subjeet.

Tre distinguished Preswdent of the Western Unb
Trlerapl Colupany, Who seowa to be soéxosedingly full
of Informstion on the subjeet, his taken it upon bimself
o doal somewbat facetiously with the report of the
Postipaster-General, and rather to express himself in
terims of commisseration for the weakness thercin dis-
played. Hao tias beeu especially sovers upon the jnstra-
went that [ haye seen proper to use. Now, T admit thas
1 have had yery tew advantages in preparing this state-
uent. 1 have nol hud one dollar of public money st my
dispossl except that which 1 can us by the wesignment
ol stagle clerk in the departinent to gather informa-
tiou. 1 have avalled myselt of the services of Mr, Linos,
apid T ehink that, so far as his private charseler is pon-
cerped, 1t will compars favorabiy with that of any geutie-
Thian g cacnt—1 Was going to say with that of Mr, Orton
himsclt, but | wish to avold the appesrance of anyiihing
offopaive, HBut Mr. Orton has seen proper to designate
many of my statements as the mere vaporings ul an
igroramns, who has been permitied to shicld himsel€
Beliind the dignity of o bigh omicer. Now, in the Rt

5
place,

I any to this committes thut, so fur os the dignity
of my office s congerned, 1 do not look to Mr, Orton, or
Lo Al Other man on the face of the earth, to protect ik,
o to ahield i, vr to guide me how I shall treat it In tho
discharge of wy oficial duties L shall simply exorciss
proper dlscrotion fearlessly toward Mr. rton individ-
ually, or toward nhn as President of the Western Union
Telegraph Company. But [ desired to present il the
facts that may sppiy on this sabjeet in all its Nghta,
il ot the same (e I desired not only be just to the
sople, but to be falr and more than just—to be libersl
{: the moembors of those eorporations whto have bereto-
fore eniisted it this business, aud whose capital has
peen luvestod in sne various lines, At the samo time L
wish to be understood that mere temper m this ting
will not guide my netion, as [ am sure i will not
yours, Ail that wo scek to get at ls the troth. To do
That we want to ascerfain exactly whers we stand, pre-
cisely how mueh property thess gentleman bave, ex-
aetly how much muney they have juvestod ; and whon
that 18 ascertaiued, the public mind will be prepared W
say whether the Govermnent will purchase theso lines

.

Now, wo have listened to a two hours' oration from
Mr, Orton, and we bave not had from him s solt
word goitig to show what the expenditures of tho West-
arn Union Telograph Company huve been, nothing but &
mere geaernl declaration, which would not be re,

in o court of justicg as worth a butien. peal Lo any
gentleman here wio is fn the habit of trying eases, it he
would for n moment dreatm of allowing & withess to re-
tire from the witness stand after giving his own wrnoral
optntons aud_declarations, and stadivusly concealing
every tact. Whiat | have asked for in this report is
simply this, not that my statements should  be
taken a8 facts: I have uted  them as  the
nearest approximation to faets which the meana ot my
eommand enabled me to make, and | ask the committos
to consider the statements which | have been eunabloido
present to them—statemonts all made in govd faith —and
then to do what | think pradent men ougnt slways W do
Before sngaging in any great work (and ekpecisily gen-
tlemen like yourselves, weting in & representaiive on-
pieity, nd members of the Aweriean Cougress), that is
AllPiy 1o appout a comtuission of the best wen that we
can designate in the land, with ample power Lo usoer-
tain precisely how many wiles of wire these gentlemon
have, how many poles they have, how muny butteries

theyshave, how wmuch property they have, precisely
what amounts they bave expended, and tl'u-n, i L
Inugaage of the Act of 1964, to determing what the Com-

paties are entitied to for their lncs, proporty mwd
effects.  That 18 the agreement which tney have made.
Tost 14 sl that 1 have asked for, 1 do not ssk you te
tako my statoments, nud to losist ov you LAKIng L prop-
erty of oy telegraph Company; but T have sskea you
tu appoint this ¢ ission, and in connection with i
Lo appoint the mﬂlmn. throwlug around them sueh
guirds a8 you May desw proper sod right for the pro-
tection of the people; niud when those roporis are

to you, with the fucts r 1to i

Lg! WA necirately ne
tie investigativns of the ablest most  inpartisl
geutlemen we oan obtaln eay arrive then | want this
Committes and Congress to determine whether the Lime
bas come when the Ameriean people ahail stand on ts
guestion on precisely the ssme {!u!nm wilh every civ-
iged poople o the world: and 1 believe that Svory ba-
tion tu Europe to-day, that has a telegraph at all, has
pat it under the charge of its Goversment Even Usana-
s, where that stepding not yet peen taken, his m

furward to the ostablishment of a uniform rato of com-
ponsation, applying to the whole extent of ghat m::r
which i3 next to our own in extent on the Norti Al -
can continent.  And the directors of the Moutreal Com-
pany bave already declared that on their uniform raia

of 35 cents a they have had at least an tnerease
of_ business munlm‘u 2 per

cont 0 the aggreguid.
I have only asked the Commities 1o avall Laeuisel o
f all proper wsans of Invostigation to agri Al bhe
facts na aocurately a8 possible, and thon to

the
uestion, 1 not willing to take Mr, Orton's mare
g-ner:l.?ws, :nu; (o allow hitn to mnke his slatement,

without the most carcful scruiiny nto bis do-

Lisd mont of facts.
Mr. Nibluek—Is it not true, also, that Qavern-
ment that hms taken charge of the tele n:ﬂ“
.l”

hias also taken ehrmﬂ e rwilroads, with

Great Brital
u:-?,.“mmewmnl—cnm hian not.

teleg i Cansda hia but one toegrapl
ri,::’aﬂ tha hl..' on li:t st llhnnlmpdmm
, Bweol - Canada 5'9 Telegraph Comp inies.
Mmm l:- the gon . »‘&‘ : wm“ wm";
havo put thom on tue i of Gevernment exyondibare,



